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The French Consul-General came to me and
endeavoured to obtain better terms for the
Khedive. I told him that nothing less than
the terms already demanded could be accepted.
Both the French and Russian Consuls-General
wished to avoid any open rupture between the
British Government and the Khedive on a point
as to which the latter was manifestly in the
wrong. Their influence was, therefore, used on
the side of conciliation.

The Khedive yielded. On January 26, he
addressed a letter to the Sirdar, which was
published in the Official Journal, and which
unsaid all he had been saying for several weeks
previously. He expressed his entire satisfaction
with the condition of the army. " II m'est
agreable," he added, " de f&iciter les officiers
tant egyptiens qu'anglais qui la commandent,
et je suis heureux de constater les services rendus
par les officiers anglais a mon arm6e."

A few days later Maher Pasha was removed
from the War Office, and appointed Governor of
Port Said. A nominee of General Kitchener's
succeeded him as Under-Secretary for War.

This " Frontier Incident," as it was called,
brought about the downfall of the Riaz Ministry.
So long as Riaz and his colleagues counselled
unreasonable resistance to England, they acquired
the fullest sympathies of the Khedive. Those